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Name Number
Alberto Gerance Jr. PH822-02247

Country Home
Philippines Surigao

Birthday Gender
October 23, 2001 M

School
Wakat

Interests
basketball, soccer, drums

Needs
education, food, clothing

Health
good

Church relationship of child
attends church and Sunday school

Father Occupation
Alberto Sr. unemployed
Mother Occupation
Genaly pastor
Siblings

only child

The Philippine islands, in the southwest Pacific
Ocean, consist of more than 7,000 tropical islands
with a total land area nearly equal to the size of
Arizona. With approximately 535 persons per
square mile, the estimated population has risen
over 65 million.

Rugged mountains, thick jungles and green plains
cover the islands. The warm, humid climate
persists with little seasonal variation in
temperature (80°F-100°F). The mountainous
regions may be slightly cooler. Rainfall is heavy in
the months between June and November.

Most of the people in the rural areas live in smalll
houses made of nipa (palm leaves) and
bamboo. In order to protect their homes against
dampness, the people must build them raised
above the ground. The Filipinos may keep tools,
various other items and even livestock (pigs,
goats, chickens) in the area beneath the house.
They must use ladders or stairs to climb from the
ground floor to their living quarters. Other homes
may be wooden, with a tin roof.

Families living in a nipa home carry their water
from nearby wells. Those in a home with a tin roof
usually collect rainwater that has fallen from the
roof into a barrel.

Rice is the chief Filipino food. They eat it alone or
mixed with other foods at almost every meal. Fish
ranks second in the Philippine diet; milkfish is the
favorite. When possible, they add variety to their
meals with chicken, corn, vegetables (a lot of
greens), sweet potatoes and fruit. Luscious fruits
such as mangoes, papaya and star apples grow
in the area and are frequently available to eat.
The islanders often drink the juice of the
kalamansi, similar in taste to a lime.

About 70 of every 100 Filipinos make their
living from the land. The Philippines ranks
among the world's leading producers of
coconut, rice and sugar.

Transportation is mostly by foot or jeepney.
A jeepney is a jeep (possibly still being
used since World War ll), which people
may ride for a minimal cost. Other people
may ride in a bicycle-cab or even on a
motor bike.

Most of the people belong to a race
called Filipino-Malaysian. About 65% of
the people are Roman Catholic, 7.5%
Protestant and 8% Muslim.

The languages primarily spoken are Filipino
(Tagalog) and English. The literacy rate is
89%. Schools open in June and close in
March. All of the children attend
government school in their respective
communities. Elementary school ranges
from kindergarten to 6th grade. High
school continues next from 7th to 10th
grade. If funds are available, the youth
may attend a college similar to vocational
school.

International Child Care Ministries began in
1979 in the Philippines.




